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Bhatia moves suit against YouTuber, 
others for 'defamatory content'  
NEW DELHI: Delhi High Court on Friday issued a notice on the 
defamation suit filed by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and 
Senior Advocate Gaurav Bhatia against several YouTube 
channels or 'X' handles, alleging that he was beaten up by 
lawyers in Noida Court recently. The Delhi High Court's Bench 
of Justice Neena Bansal Krishna fixed the matter for April 8, for 
a hearing on an interim plea seeking the immediate takedown 
of such videos and publications.  Through suit, Senior 
Advocate Gaurav Bhatia seeks permanent for injunction in 
favour of him and against the defendants, thereby ceasing the 
publication of any defamatory allegations against the plaintiff.  
The suit also seeks direction to restrain defendants to cease 
the publication of any of the defamatory allegations.  
 
SC notice to UP over MLA Abbas 
Ansari's plea for nod to attend 'fatiha' 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Friday sought a response 
from the Uttar Pradesh government on a plea by MLA Abbas 
Ansari, who is lodged in jail, seeking permission to attend 
fatiha or special prayers on April 10 following the death of his 
father Mukhtar Ansari. Gangster-turned-politician Mukhtar 
Ansari died of cardiac arrest at a hospital in Banda in Uttar 
Pradesh on March 28. Abbas Ansari, who is in judicial custody 
in connection with a criminal case, had moved the apex court 
seeking permission to attend the last rites of his father.

IN THE COURTYARD

Plea on cooling-off  
period for civil servants 
to contest polls junked
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BASTI (UTTAR PRADESH): A 13-year-old girl in Uttar 
Pradesh's Basti showed great presence of mind that 
saved herself and her 15-month-old niece from monkey 
attack. Reacting to the situation, 13-year-old Nikita used 
Alexa, Amazon's virtual voice assistant, to scare away a 

monkey that had entered her house and was creating a 
havoc. She asked Alexa to bark, hoping the dog's voice 
will scare away the monkey and luckily it worked. As 
soon as the device made loud barking noice, the monkey 
got scared and ran outside through the balcony.

UP teen fends off monkey attack, shows presence of mind

The Indian Institute of  Man-
agement Ranchi is proud to 
announce the 
commencement of  its 13th 
Convocation scheduled for 
Saturday, April 6, 2024, at its 
esteemed permanent campus 
located in Prabandhan Nagar, 
Nayasarai Road, Ranchi. 

As a pre-convocation event, 
Prof. Deepak Kumar Srivasta-
va, Director of  IIM Ranchi, 
has conferred Merit-Cum-
Means certificates to six de-
serving students. Three stu-
dents received a full scholar-
ship, and the others received a 
partial one. This event marks 
the student community's 
recognition of  academic ex-
cellence and dedication.  

The convocation ceremony 

will be graced by the esteemed 
presence of  Shri Harit Nag-
pal, Managing Director & 
CEO at Tata Play Ltd., who 
will serve as the Chief  Guest 
and deliver the convocation 
address, inspiring the gradu-
ating cohort with his invalu-
able insights and wisdom. 

Among the distinguished 
attendees will be Shri Praveen 
Shankar Pandya, Chairman 
of  the Board of  Governors at 
IIM Ranchi, Prof. Deepak Ku-
mar Srivastava, Director of  
IIM Ranchi, members of  the 
Board of  Governors, faculty, 
staff, and most importantly, 
the graduating students of  
IIM Ranchi. 

Degrees will be conferred 
upon students from various 

programs, such as 5 PhDs, 3 
Executive PhDs, 213 MBA, 69 
MBA HR, 41 MBA BA and 52 
Executive MBA. Further-
more, distinguished students 
will be honored with presti-
gious medals and certificates 
recognizing their exceptional 
performance. These include 
the BoG Chairman’s Medal 
and Certificate of  Merit, the 
Director’s Medal and Certifi-
cate of  Merit, and the Pro-
gramme Chairperson’s Medal 
and Certificate of  Merit. 

The 13th Convocation 
promises to be a significant 
milestone in the journey of  
IIM Ranchi, celebrating the 
achievements, perseverance, 
and dedication of  the gradu-
ating students. 

SC stays scrapping of UP... 
The court observed that even if the petition 
before the High Court (which had challenged 
the Act's validity) was meant to ensure that 
secular education is provided at madrasas, the 
remedy was not to strike down the Madarsa 
Act. 
"The High Court, while striking down the Act, 
has also ordered that (madrasa) students will 
be relocated by the State. This will impinge on 
future of education for 17 lakh children. We are 
of the view that this direction was not prima 
facie warranted," the court added, before 
staying the High Court's judgment. 
Senior advocates AM Singhvi, Mukul Rohatgi, 
Huzefa Ahmadi, Menaka Guruswamy and 
Salman Kurshid appeared for the appellants. 
Singhvi argued that it was wrong to term the 
education being imparted in madrasas as only 
religious education or to halt the functioning of 
such schools on such a ground. 
"Today we have gurukuls which are doing good 
work. Even my father has a degree from one of 
them. So, should we shut them and say it is 
Hindu religious education? What is this? Is this 
ground to strike down a 100 year old regime? 
... Just because I teach Hindu religion, Islam 
etc, that does not mean religious instruction, 
and it was clearly held in the Aruna Roy 
judgment of this court," he argued. 
Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi also relied on 
the Aruna Roy judgment to urge the top court 
to stay the High Court's verdict. "Education 
under Entry 25 does not eschew religious 
education. Please stay the judgment," he said. 
The submissions made by the appellants were 
opposed by senior advocate Guru 
Krishnakumar, who appeared for the lawyer 
who had filed the petition challenging the Act 
before the High Court. 
"It is being shown that other subjects are being 
taught at par with religious subjects. But it is 
other way around. Students of class 10 do not 
have the option to study science, maths or 
humanities separately. Thus there is a straight 
Constitutional bar under Article 28(1) and they 
concede before the High Court that religious 
instruction is being imparted," Krishnakumar 
argued. 
Additional Solicitor General, KM Natraj, 
meanwhile, said that the State of Uttar Pradesh 
has accepted the High Court judgment and 
would not be defending the validity of the 
2004 Act. Attorney General K Venkataramani 
informed the Court that the Central government 
had not supported the validity of the Act before 
the High Court either. 
Madrasas refer to institutions where Islamic 
studies and other education may be pursued by 
students. The Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa 
Education Act, 2004 had defined Madarsa-
education as including education in Arabic, 
Urdu, Persian, Islamic-studies, philosophy and 
other branches of learning. 
The stated object of the 2004 Act was to 
empower the Madarsa Education Board for 
overseeing the functioning of madrasas, adds 
the legal portal Bar and Bench. 

Inflation elephant is out of... 
The economy is expected to expand by 7% in 
the fiscal year 2025, which began on April 1, 
slower than 7.6% growth forecast for FY23-24 
Despite India's strong growth and inflows into 
equity and debt markets, the Indian rupee 
continues to trade near record lows as the 
central bank has chosen to absorb dollar 
inflows to build reserves. Foreign exchange 
reserves hit a record high of $645.6 billion as 
of March 29, Das said. 

"It is our prime focus to build a strong umbrella, 
a strong buffer in the form of a substantial 
quantum of forex reserves which will help us 
when the cycle turns or when it rains heavily," 
Das said, the wire agency adds. 

TOPSY-TURVY: CONG... 
It further said it will review all laws that 
interfere with the right to privacy and make 
suitable amendments to uphold the right. 
Rejecting the 'one nation, one election' idea, the 
Congress has promised that elections to the Lok 
Sabha and the state assemblies be held as and 
when they are due in accordance with the 
Constitution and the traditions of a 
parliamentary democracy. 
New election process: It has also promised to 
restore the voters' trust in the election process 
by amending election laws and ensuring that 
VVPAT slips tally with votes recorded in EVMs. 
Noting that demonetisation, the Rafale deal, 
Pegasus spyware and the Electoral Bonds 
scheme are a "cloak for corruption", the 
Congress said it will probe these "dubious" 
deals and schemes and bring to law those who 
made illegal gains through these measures. 
It has also promised to fill nearly 30 lakh 
vacancies in sanctioned posts at various levels 
in the central government and said the 
Rajasthan model of cashless insurance of up to 
Rs 25 lakh will be adopted for ensuring 
universal healthcare across the country. 
The Congress will also review the NDA's new 
education policy. 
On the legal front, it has promised a law based 
on the maxim that 'bail is the rule and jail is the 
exception.'  In consultation with the Supreme 
Court and the chief justices of the high courts, it 
will establish a National Judicial Commission 
(NJC). 
Again, one-half (50 per cent) of the central 
government jobs will be reserved for women 
starting in 2025. 
The party has dubbed the manifesto "Nyay 
Patra" (document of justice) that was released 
at the AICC headquarters by party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge in the presence of former 
presidents Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. 
The 45-page document features pictures of 
Kharge and Rahul and Bharat Jodo Yatras. 

Bail for Shoma Sen in... 
The Bench of Justices Aniruddha Bose and 
Augustine George Masih held that the 
restriction for grant of bail as per Section 
43D(5) of the UAPA would not apply in the 
case of Sen. The Bench noted that Sen was a 
lady of advanced age with several ailments. 
Further, it took into account her prolonged 
incarceration, the delay in the 
commencement of trial and the nature of the 
accusations. 
Notably, the National Investigation Agency 
(NIA), after being asked by the Court why 
her detention was necessary, told the court 
on March 15 that her further custody was 
not required. This statement was also taken 
into account by the court. 

Queen anoints Netaji first... 
Predictably, there was backlash. The Bharat 
Rashtriya Samithi (BRS) working president KT 
Rama Rao couldn't resist posting on X, "One 
BJP candidate from North says Subash Chandra 
Bose was our first PM!! And another BJP leader 
from South says Mahatma Gandhi was our PM 
!!Where did all these people graduate from?" 
Kangana, we know, is still graduating from the 
school of hard knocks. She gets knocked for 
almost anything she says, and she says it so 
nicely too. We know now, and it might possibly 
make it soon into NCERT text books even, that 
real freedom came in 2014. We know this 

because that is what she claimed in 2021. "The 
freedom we got in 1947 was a 'bheekh' (alms), 
the citizens of India got real freedom in 2014." 
That is because the man who appears in her 
political dreams has been claiming to us that 
he has a 56 inch chest. 
Not to be suppressed, Supriya Shrinate, who 
we know allows many people access to her 
facebook and instragram posts, made a 
prediction that has a ring of reality: "Don't take 
her lightly - she will go ahead in the list of BJP 
leaders". It may not be too long before 
Kangana replaces Smiti Irani as BJP's Poster Girl 
Number one in the game of Ringa-ringo roses 
and contests from, say, Amethi. 
People of the fair city of Mumbai are still 
smarting under Kangana Ranaut's comparison 
of Mumbai with, of all places, Pak Occupied 
Kashmir. We know that this comparison might 
well be seditious. That part of Kashmir is 
Indian, we all know that, we were taught this 
in school and our maps prove it. There are even 
seats in the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly to 
prove it. By gifting it to Pakistan, Kangana has 
done nobody a favour, and in the process 
made a very un-BJP like comment. 
For those with hazy memories, let FPJ refresh it 
for you: 
Early in September 2020, Kangana Ranaut got 
into a spat with a certain Sanjay Raut. After BJP 
MLA Ram Kadam, claimed that the 
Maharashtra government and the Mumbai 
Police were not providing her protection after 
her expose on Bollywood-drug mafia nexus, 
Ms. Ranaut had tweeted, “Thank you for your 
concern sir, I am actually more scared of 
Mumbai police now than movie mafia goons, 
in Mumbai I would need security either from 
HP government or directly from the Centre, No 
Mumbai police please.”  Raut reacted, “We 
kindly request her not to come to Mumbai. This 
is nothing but insult to Mumbai police. The 
Home Ministry should take action over it.” To 
which Kangana riposted: “Sanjay Raut Shiv 
Sena leader has given me an open threat and 
asked me not to come back to Mumbai, after 
Aazadi graffitis in Mumbai streets and now 
open threats, why Mumbai is feeling like 
Pakistan occupied Kashmir?” 
Maybe Kangana should stick to Mandi? 
 

With every poll, rise in... 
Of the 543 sitting MPs analysed in the 2019 
Lok Sabha, 236 (44 per cent) MPs had declared 
criminal cases, up from 34 per cent in the 2014 
Lok Sabha. Furthermore, among the MPs 
elected in 2019, 161 (30 per cent) had serious 
criminal cases pending against them, including 
cases of rape, murder, attempt to murder, 
kidnapping and  crimes against women. 
In terms of regional representation, 
Maharashtra, Delhi, Andra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu have a 
considerable number of sitting MPs with 
declared criminal cases, as reported by the ADR 
website. 
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, 31 of a total 
of 48 sitting MPs from Maharashtra had 
declared criminal cases. In Delhi, this number 
was five of seven; in Andhra Pradesh it was 20 
of 42, in Gujarat, 9 of 26; in Uttar Pradesh, 25 
of 80 and in Tamil Nadu, seven of 39. 
This time also, candidates with various criminal 
charges have been fielded by different political 
parties. For instance, 55 candidates have 
declared cases related to murder, from several 
parties including the BJP, BSP, INC, CPI(M) and 
others. Additionally, 126 candidates have 
declared cases related to crimes against 

women, with nine candidates having been 
charged with rape. Similarly, candidates with 
cases related to robbery, dacoity, kidnapping, 
and hate speech have also been fielded by 
various parties. 
Senior Advocate Amit Desai said,  ‘‘The 
Representation of People’s Act was amended 
many years ago, for disclosure of cases that 
were pending against MPs and MLAs in their 
affidavits and forms. The Supreme Court has 
given directions for setting up special courts to 
conduct criminal cases of MPs and MLAs to 
expedite the trials. The courts are monitoring 
the progress of these trials. It is now the 
responsibility of the state and the courts to 
ensure that these proceedings, which are 
already in the special courts, are expedited and 
concluded within a timeframe. The new court 
procedure, expected to come into effect on July 
1, with the ‘Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita’, already includes certain periods or 
timelines for expediting the disposal of cases 
generally. So, one can hope that under the new 
law and also under the current existing 
procedures, efforts will be made to provide 
speedy justice, which is in the hands of the 
states and the judiciary. This is always very 
welcome for the democratic process and 
according to the rule of law. 
‘‘In my opinion, serious, heinous cases should 
be given priority over other cases because 
often, other cases relate to the expression of 
thoughts and freedom of expression. Therefore, 
I believe it is more important that heinous 
crimes are given priority. Over the last 30 to 35 
years, both the courts and Parliament have 
been making efforts to bring about 
transparency in information about our elected 
representatives. The problem no longer lies in 
the need for disclosure; rather, the issue is 
expediting the processes to determine the 
innocence or guilt of our elected 
representatives, and that is where the focus 
should be.’’ 
Former Maharashtra Director General of Police 
Praveen Dixit expressed, ‘‘In criminal cases 
against persons aspiring to be representatives 
of people, it is necessary to ensure expeditious 
completion of these cases. The maximum 
period should be one year. Stern monitoring by 
high courts of the progress in these cases is the 
need of the day. Delay in decision is defeating 
the purpose of launching these cases. The ADR 
needs to come up with a strategy to ensure the 
speedy disposal of criminal cases.’’ 
Political analyst Abhay Deshpande said, ‘‘Cases 
regarding agitations or protests for civic issues 
like water and electricity can be considered. 
However, financial cases against public 
representatives are increasing due to 
corruption. The Election Commission decided to 
disclose candidates’ criminal backgrounds or 
cases so that voters could make informed 
decisions. Unfortunately, voters often prioritise 
factors like caste and ideology over candidates’ 
education, character, criminal cases and illegal 
properties. Electoral standards need to be 
raised, to discourage the continuous election of 
candidates with criminal backgrounds.’’ 
Further, Deshpande explained,  ‘‘Preventing 
candidates from contesting elections due to 
pending cases is a double-edged sword, 
especially with the politicisation of Central 
agencies. The ruling party may use such cases 
as weapons against the opposition. Therefore, 
candidates cannot be barred from contesting 
until proven guilty or innocent by the court. 
Ultimately, it depends on the voters. Unless 
they stop voting for such candidates, the latter 
will continue to contest elections.’’ 

Rape survivor is barred... 
Sharma said efforts are being made to cancel 

the recognition of the school and to provide 
legal aid from the District Legal Authority. 
The girl was allegedly raped by three people, 
including her uncle, in October 2023. The 
police registered a case on the basis of a report 
by the victim's father. 

Running commentary on... 
However, as members and office bearers of bar 
associations, lawyers must distinguish 
themselves from the lay person while reacting 
to judgments of the court, he underlined. 
He said: “Of late, I have been very disturbed by 
the tendency of members of bar associations to 
comment on cases which are pending and on 
which judgments are awaited. Your first and 
foremost the officers of the court and the truth 
and dignity of our legal discourse is in your 
hands.” 
India's constitution is an inclusive constitution 
intended to bring together every person, 
including the butcher, the baker and the 
candlestick maker, CJI Chandrachud added. 

AAP leader links BJP to 
It is not the “small fry” in the BJP but its “senior 
post holders” who were involved in the actual 
liquor scam, Singh contended. When Magunta 
Reddy was asked by the ED on September 16 if 
he had met Kejriwal, he had answered 
honestly that he had met the Delhi Chief 
Minister with regard to the land of a charitable 
trust. 
Later Raghav Reddy was arrested and jailed for 
five months and then he (Magunta Reddy) 
changed his statement, Singh claimed. 
“Magunta Reddy gave three testimonies while 
his son Raghav gave seven testimonies,” Singh 
claimed. 
“Between February 10 and July 16, 2023, 
seven testimonies were taken from Raghav and 
six out of seven times he said Kejriwal was not 
involved. But he broke down after five months 
of being jailed and in the seventh testimony 
changed his version,” the AAP leader 
contended. 
The Reddy father-son duo had not taken the 
name of Kejriwal in nine of the testimonies and 
were only later forced into testifying against 
him, Singh said. The ED put the testimonies in 
which the Reddys had not named Kejriwal in 
the category of “unrelied upon documents”, 
saying it could not trust them, he said. “Our 
lawyers were shocked when they read these 
statements,” he said. 
Singh displayed a picture of Magunta Reddy 
with Modi and said: “I will show you a picture. 
Look at it carefully. Here he is with the 
country’s PM.” 
“When Reddy testified against us, when he 
joined hands with the BJP in the conspiracy, he 
got bail on July 18 and was released,” Singh 
alleged, adding that the bonhomie did not end 
there. “Now he is contesting elections from the 
TDP and used the pictures of the PM to seek 
votes,” he said, showing a picture of Reddy in 
a political campaign. 
Singh also said liquor businessman Sharath 
Reddy, who used to call BJP corrupt, was 
raided on November 9, 2022. Sharath Reddy 
did not name Kejriwal in any of his 12 
statements and insisted that he had never met 
him. “Then he was arrested and remained in 
jail for six months. Finally, on April 25, 2023, he 
gave a statement against Kejriwal.” 
“The real scam started after the ED began its 
investigation. Those with the BJP received a 
‘reward’ of Rs 5 crore on November 15 while 
Sharath Reddy paid a bribe of Rs55 crore to the 
BJP,” Singh alleged. 
The electoral bond data was released under 
pressure from the Supreme Court, Singh said. 
This was put in the public domain on March 21 

it revealed how “Sharath Reddy was the real 
liquor scam kingpin”, he said. 
Barely 20 minutes into the release of this data, 
Kejriwal’s house was raided to divert the 
attention of the people from the major scam 
involving the BJP, contended the AAP MP. 
Delhi BJP president Virendraa Sachdeva asked 
why AAP did not retract the liquor policy if it 
was not involved in the scam. Singh should 
also answer whether or not “a meeting was 
organised with restaurant owners between 1-3 
at night when the liquor policy was being 
changed”, he said. 

BJP worker quizzed over... 
What response does the central BJP, enforcing 
RSS ideologies nationwide, have to this?” Rao 
asked in a tweet in Kannada. 
Rao also sought explanation from the BJP for 
targeting the Congress-led state government in 
Karnataka over the blast in the Brookfield area 
of Bengaluru. Ten people were injured in the 
low-intensity IED blast. 

India will enter Pak to... 
But if anyone shows India angry eyes again 
and again, comes to India and tries to promote 
terrorist activities, we will not spare them," 
Singh said. 
Relations between the countries have 
worsened since a 2019 suicide bombing of a 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) convoy in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Pulwama was traced to 
Pakistan-based terrorists, leading India to carry 
out an airstrike on a terrorist base in Pakistan. 
Pakistan said earlier this year it had credible 
evidence linking Indian agents to the killing of 
two of its citizens on its soil. India said it was 
"false and malicious" propaganda. 
The report in the Guardian comes months after 
Canada and the US accused India of killing or 
attempting to kill Khalistani terrorists in those 
countries. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said India 
will investigate any information it receives on 
the matter. 

Kejri using lawyers to... 
Kejriwal’s advocate Vivek Jain said that the 
Chief Minister, who has so many cases against 
him, cannot be treated like any ordinary 
prisoner. It is very unlikely that Kejriwal would 
be able to misuse this permission as at least 
eight people are standing around and listening 
to the conversation in all the meetings with his 
counsel, Jain pointed out. 
The Special Judge has reserved the decision on 
the application for April 9. 

Heat wave likely in next... 
"This year El Nino is fading. By the beginning of 
June, it may become a neutral condition," 
Mohapatra said, referring to the warming of 
the central Pacific Ocean which is considered 
one of the factors to impact the southwest 
monsoon. He said the second half of the July-
September monsoon season may witness La 
Nina conditions, which refer to the cooling of 
the central Pacific Ocean. "La Nina is good for 
the Indian monsoon. And neutral conditions are 
good. However, El Nino is not good. In 60 per 
cent of years, El Nino has had a negative 
impact on the Indian monsoon, but last year, it 
did not have a negative impact," Mohapatra 
said. 
"This year also the snow cover is less. That is 
another positive factor. So large-scale processes 
are conducive for monsoon," he said. 
The southwest monsoon delivers about 70 per 
cent of India's annual rainfall, critical for the 
agriculture sector that accounts for about 14 
per cent of the GDP and employs more than 
half of its 1.4 billion population. 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

KOLKATA / Aritra Singha 
 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
on Friday complained to the 
Election Commission against 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee’s ‘unparliamentary’ 
language while referring to  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

“It was shocking to hear 
the use of  the offensive word 
‘sala’ by Mamata Banerjee, 
the supremo of  Trinamool 
Congress, who also happens 
to be the chief  minister of  the 
state, while referring to 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi,” the BJP letter 
read. 

“We draw your attention to 
the multiple guidelines 
issued by the Commission on 
maintaining dignity of  the 
campaign. Repeated advi-

sories have been issued to re-
frain from use of  inappropri-
ate, abusive at times, vocabu-
lary against star 
campaigners of  other politi-

cal party (ies),” read the letter. 
Trinamool Congress 

(TMC) spokesperson Shan-
tanu Sen said after the ‘slip of  
tongue’, Chief  Minister Ma-

mata Banerjee had ‘with-
drawn’ the word. 

“The more BJP is seeing 
the popularity of  the TMC,  it 
(BJP) is losing ground for 
which the party is attacking 
Mamata Banerjee. She had 
withdrawn the word after a 
slip of  tongue. Never have we 
seen any BJP leader with-
drawing any abusive word 
used for TMC – be it Dilip 
Ghosh or former Justice Ab-
hijit Gangopadhyay,” added 
Sen. 

It may be recalled that BJP 
Burdhaman-Durgapur candi-
date Dilip Ghosh had com-
mented about Mamata 
Banerjee’s father’s identity 
following which he was is-
sued two show-causes letters 
from both BJP and Election 
Commission of  India. Ghosh 
was warned by the latter.

Lucknow:  Commercial gov-
ernment departments in Luc-
know, including UP Housing 
and Development Board, Luc-
know Development Authority 
(LDA) and irrigation, will now 
be required to pay for police 
services during eviction drives 
and other activities from 
which they earn revenue. 

The Lucknow police com-
missionerate has issued a com-
prehensive circular to stan-
dardize rates for police force 
deployment in the government 
sector. As per the established 
rules, commercial government 
departments will be obliged to 
pay for police services 
required for commercial activ-
ities involving revenue. Quot-
ing the Police Regulation Act, a 
senior officer affirmed the ne-
cessity of  charging for these 
services. The fee structure en-
compasses all categories of  po-
lice forces, including civil, traf-
fic and armed units. Govern-
ment departments will be 
charged the equivalent of  one 
day's average salary for police 

personnel deployed at events. 
In cases where the presence is 
less than four hours or exceeds 
12 hours, the respective DCP 
zone will determine the appro-
priate fees. Explaining the 
process, the police officer 
added that first the department 
concerned will have to ask the 
zone DCP in advance and sub-
mit the amount in the treasury 
or as per the discretion of  the 
DCP.  

Thereafter, a receipt will be 
given to those taking the serv-
ices. Additional secretary of  
LDA, Gyanendra Verma stated 
that they are yet to receive 
communication regarding 
these charges.  

This move follows a similar 
notification issued for private 
organizations requiring police 
services for events like wed-
dings. Senior police officers 
justified the implementation 
and emphasised that police 
regulations and government 
orders mandate fees for servic-
es provided at government 
events.  

UP govt depts to pay for police 
services availed by them

IIM Ranchi prepares to  
celebrate 13th convocation

West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee 
arrives for a public meeting to support party candidate for  
Alipurduar constituency Prakash Chik Baraik ahead of the Lok  
Sabha elections, in Alipurduar on Friday 

BJP complains against 
Mamata ‘slip of tongue’

PTI / New Delhi 
 

The Supreme Court on Friday refused to entertain a plea 
seeking implementation of  the 2012 recommendations of  
the Election Commission regarding the cooling-off  period 
to prevent public servants from contesting polls immedi-
ately after retirement or resignation. 

A bench of  Justices Surya Kant and Sandeep Mehta al-
lowed petitioner G V Harsha Kumar, a former parliamen-
tarian, to withdraw the plea with liberty to approach the 
appropriate authority. 

The plea had sought directions to the EC and the Centre 
to implement the 2012 recommendations of  the poll panel 
and the July 2004 report of  the Committee on Civil Service 
Reforms to prevent government servants from contesting 
elections to the legislature, parliament or state assembly 
on a political party ticket, immediately after retirement or 
resignation from service, by imposing a cooling-off  period. 

It had also sought a direction from the Centre to grant 
one pension to the bureaucrats who have served as mem-
bers of  assembly and parliament. 

The plea was filed in the apex court through advocate 
Sravan Kumar Karanam. 

"This report was of  2012," the bench observed, adding, 
"You want to withdraw or argue?"
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Senior JD (U) minister and 
former Bihar assembly 
deputy speaker Maheshwar 
Hazari`s son Sunny Hazari 
on Friday joined Congress 
and is likely to contest Lok 
Sabha election from Samas-
tipur on the party ticket. 

After joining the Con-
gress, Sunny Hazari  said, “I 
will discharge all responsi-
bilities that the party gives 
to me. If  the party asks me to 
contest the election from 
Samastipur, I will definitely 
do so.” 

Meanwhile, sources 
claimed that Sunny had 
joined Congress only after 

getting assurance from the 
party leadership that he 
would be fielded from 
Samastipur. 

If  Congress really fields 
Sunny from Samastipur, he 
will be pitted against 
Shamvhavi Choudhary, 
daughter of  senior JD (U) 
minister Ashok Choudhary. 
The minister is also known 
for his close proximity with 
chief  minister Nitish Ku-
mar. 

Shamvhavi is contesting 
election on Chirag Paswan`s 
LJP (R). Sunny was also ear-
lier trying to get a ticket 
from LJP (R) but when Chi-
rag did not oblige him, he 
joined Congress with an am-
bition to contest election 

from Samastipur. 
Hazari along with his son 

had also met Chirag in New 
Delhi for the ticket  but noth-
ing could work out. Hazari is 
a cousin of  LJP founder late 
Ram Vilas Paswan, father of  
Chirag. 

If  both Sambhavi and 
Sunny are locked in the elec-
toral fray, JD (U) minister 
Hazari in particular will be 
in a piquant situation as he 
cannot campaign for his son 
since he will be contesting 
election on Congress ticket, 
sources added. 

Sunny is a Panchayat-
level worker while Shamb-
havi holds a Master`s degree 
in Sociology from the Delhi 
School of  Economics.

JD (U) leader Hazari’s 
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