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Extraordinary journeys: Specially abled
students turn adversity into triumphs

Times News NETWORK

Ranchi: For many students, .

| reaching a premier manage-
ment institution marks the
culmination of years of dedi-
cation. But for a remarkable
group of learners atthe Indi-
an Institute of Management
. (IIM), Ranchi, the real story
* begins long before the class-
room and was shaped by ex-
traordinary journeysof cou-
rage, endurance, and resili-
ence.

: Opening up about their
. journeys, these specially ab-
led students of the MBA first
year (2025-27 batch) at the
IIM-R, who make up about
10% of the total student gro-
up, said they had to clear se-
veral obstacles while sha-
pingtheir path.

Aadesh Godke, who grew
up with limited mobility and
often found himself physi-
cally restricted and emotio-
nally isolated, said, “What
beganasa childhood marked
by difficulty gradually evol-
ved into a powerful commit-
ment to persevere. Confined
at times due to health chal-
lenges, I turned to Hindusta-
ni classical music as a refu-
ge, eventually masteringitto
thelevel of Visharad.”

Abhishek Iyengar, whose
height of three feet never li-
mited the height of his aspi-
rations, was diagnosed with
a severe bone-growth disor-
der even before birth. Now,
Abhishek defied expecta-
tions at every step, including
training in karate, studying
in mainstream schools, and
excelling academically. Iy-
enger said, “My dream in fi-
nancehelpedme, andIlearnt
thatlimitations exist only in
themind.”

For Javed Khan, adversi-
‘ty arrived early. A train acci-
dent when he was 10 resulted
in the loss of his right arm
andleg. Khan said, “With the
support of a prosthetic Jai-
pur Foot,Inotonlyrelearned
to walk but embraced life
with renewed fearlessness,
pursuing sports, adventure
activities, education andcor-
porate work.”

Vinayak Rajshekhar,
from Odisha, faced progres-
sive hearing and speech loss
during his college years.

With the help of high-frequ-
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A specially abled person talks at an event in Ranchi on Tuesday
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Only 384 educators for
47k disabled students

Sonal Hembrom | TnN

Ranchi: The condition of
education for specially ab-
led children in the state re-
mains deeply concerning
with serious gaps in inclusi-
ve infrastructure, manpo-
wer and policy implementa-
tion. Despite multiple sche-
mes under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan and direc-
tives issued to the districts,
the ground reality paints a
bleak picture for such child-
renacrossthestate.
Official data said the sta-
te has 47,920 registered dis-
abled students, but only 384
special educators have been
appointed under the Samag-
ra Shiksha Abhiyan. Under
the national norms, the sta-
terequiresat least4,800 trai-
ned special teachers, lea-
ving a staggering shortfall
of over 4,400 educators.
Activists said infrast-
ructure in schools is anot-
her major barrier. A large
number of govt schools still
lack inclusive toilets, pro-
perramps, tactilepaths, and
barrier-free  classrooms,
making school accessibility
difficult for many children
. withdisabilities.
Disability rights activist

ency hearing aids and his fa-
mily’s unwavering support,
he adapted tonew challenges
and strengthened his resol-
ve.

Born with leg deformiti-
es and later diagnosed with
spinal and neurological
complications, Narasimhan

and founder of the Jhark-
hand Viklang Manch, Arun
Kumar Singh, said, “Itisim-
possible to provide quality
education to over 47,000
children with just 384 speci-
al teachers. The govt must
urgently prepare a concrete
plan and appoint adequate
educators. Schools must be
made  disability-friendly,
and teachers need proper
training. Denying educa-
tion in childhood harms
both the child and society.
The limitations often result
in reduced attendance and
early dropout, especially af-
ter Class 5, as upper-prima-
ry schools are often located
farfrom villages.”

A total of 2,212 children
suffer from blindness, with
Ranchi reporting the hig-
hest at 232, while Simdega
has the lowest at 14. There
are a total of 4,892 children
with hearing impairment,
including 369 in Ranchi.
Children with specific lear-
ning disabilities are 3,164,
with Ranchi alone accoun-
tingfor522of them. Intellec-
tual disability is the most
prevalent, affecting 4,055
Kkids, with major concentra-
tions in Ranchi at 249 and
East Singhbhum at 247.

Jayaram also found himself
in an extremely precarious
situation, but found his ex-
pression through creativity.
He studied commerce, deve-
loped a love for filmmaking,
and directed Telugu short
films, all while navigating
physical challenges.

100% PwDs in
Noamundi linked
to govt scheme;

B Sridhar | NN

Jamshedpur: The Noamundi
block of West Singhbhum dis-
trict hasbecomethestate’sfirst
administrative block where
every eligible person with dis-
ability (PwD) has been identifi-
ed, certified, and linked to
rightful govt entitlements. At
the heart of this shift is SA-
BAL, the Tata Steel Founda-
tion’s flagship disability inclu-
sion initiative.

What started in 2017 as a
programme aimed at reimagi-
ning disability from a rights-
based lenshasnow evolved into
amodel of systemic change.

SABAL's ICS (Identifica-
tion—Certification-Satura-
tion) model emerged as a gro-
undbreaking response and, an-

The collaborative
approach ensured
that PwDs were no
longer passive
recipients but active
participants in their

inclusion journey
chored in the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPwWD) Act,
2016, the model set a bold, non-
negotiable goal — complete sa-
turation.

The strategy began by
strengthening the very founda-
tion of rural service delivery,
and a total of 135 anganwadi
workers were trained to identi-
fy all 21 disability types.

Besides, the SABAL digital
app was deployed to capture ac-
curate, real-time disability pro-
files. The panchayats, govt de-
partments and local influen-
cers became co-owners in the
process. This collaborative
approach ensured that PwDs
were no longer passive recipi-
ents but active participants in
their inclusion journey. Within
months, Noamundi recorded
100% identification and certifi-
cation. Asaresult, 292 PwDs ha-
ve already been connected to
sustainable livelihood oppor-
tunities, ranging from skilling,
enterprise support, and emplo-
yment linkages.




